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Die Veiergs, 1h. Marti, 1644. | 
. ITisthis L Ordered by the Lords in Parlia- 
"S rig afſembled} 'T hat this Houſe dothigive 

* Thanksta MF. Fines, for his great pains: taken in 
the Sermon he Preached on the 12% of this in- 
ſtant March, in Chrifts-Charch, London, betorc 
the Members of both Houtes of Parliament, and. 
giving thanks ro» Almighty God for his blefſing 

-tothe-Parliament, for their late good ſucceſs at 
-Shrewsbury and Waymouth, And that the ſaid M* 
Fines is hereby defired to Print and Publiſh his 
ſaid Sermon, which is notto be Printed or Re- 
printed, but by authority under his hand. 


7o. Browne Cler, Parliament. 


—_—__F 


Die Jovis, 13. Martii, 1644, 

|S —_ by the Commons aſſembled in Par- 

liament, That M* Sollicitor, and M* Niche-: 
[zs, do from this Houſe return thanks to M* Ar- 
rowſmith and N* Yines, for the great pains they 
rook.in the Sermons they Preached at the en- 
treaty of both Houſes, at Chriſts-Church yeſter- 
day ( being a day appointed for a publique 
Thanksgiving) and thatthey do intreat them to 
Print their Sermons; and it15 Ordered that none 
ſhall preſume ro Print their Scrmons,'but whom 
ſhall be licenſed under their hind-writing. 


H. Elſynge, C ler. Parl. D. Com. 


I appoint Abel Ryper to Print this Sermon, 
R1IiCHARDVINE s, 
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vEDDEDDETLD:DPLDEDED 
T ohe-Rivht Honourable; The 


Dorvs "and Commons 
_ Aﬀlambled in Parliament. 


Ub as look upon your ſuc- 
C MW ceſſes with an evil eye, 
oy S 32 vil net lock upon your 

-, ap" T hankggivings With. 4 
ood one, , They will be ready to 
Wo. : Neſcitis quid. ferus velper, 
p?: aſe A fair, day at night. "Tis n0 
time tocall for x plaudite, until ye 
[ee the end of t; the laſt eA ch, 


. But the Plalmit tells us, that 
WF is comely, and it is good, to 


pay. as we receive : our Hoſannd's 
now, will nothing hinder our Hal- 
lelujahs then. Why ſhould we not 
fer up our firſt-fruits , though we 


canl- 


= "The Epiſtle Dedicatory. F: 


Iſai. 25, 10» 


26 cry Haryeſt 


rd rectethe edit; and pledge 
of further _and fuller -mercies with 
T hankggiving.*. T bis day among the 
reſt is worthy to be marked with a 
white-ſtone , being the memorial of 
our pa'riing of Shrewsbury ," and 
regaining of VV aymouth; The 


one we did not think of,| the other 


we could hardly expect. In 
our low' eftates and Fay tA we 
have uſually been happy in God, and 
in this Mountain let the Hand of 
the-Lord reſt, until all our Praiſes 
and ſolemn T hanksgivings , which 
do as yet run 1n a leſſer channel, 
may empty themſelves into, and loſe 
all their names in one great Jubilee, 


fo praies 


Your moſt humble Servant 
for Chriſt, 


Richaid Vines, 


Preached to both Houſes of P a x- 


"LIAMENT, at Chriſts-Church , 
Londoy, 'apon a Solemne day of 
Thankſgiving,March,12; 1644. 


| D XUT. 33.29. 
Happy art thow, O Iſrael: who « like unto thee, 0 
ople | ſaved by the Lord, the ſhield of thyhelp, 
and who is the ſword of thy excellency : and thine 
enemies ſhall be found lyars unto thee, and thou 
ſhalt tread upon their high places: 


Ofes in this Chapter, doth prophetically 
retail outunto the ſeveral Tribes thetr ' 
ſeveral Bleſſings; and in the cloſe 
thereof, he ſums upthe body of that 

people into one total, under the.name of 1ſrael ; 

and thicir condition under the name of Happintſ. 

Thy Happineſs, O Iſrae), &c, | 


In. 


umm Wed” oe 
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Do. 


1jrael: Wh is ike u10 thee, Q peaple A 


Tn the words we have ft. Pronounced. 


The happineſs of 1frael | ba.” 
Ee; in-theſe words, Ha i. tho 0 


thattwo ws 


-Deſcrihed, and 
1, By.the A iN d 


to we efcnſive: The OT of thy 
of war, <Offenfive:/Fhe Sword of hy a 
lency, 


y the parts of \ rt $alvatiqn, or deljverance 
ps and they arc 3 EY by the Lort; 


CN ELE\w yel- T Conguels. ; ſhut 


Jha  be-faund lars untq thee, * 
_— 439 7 Olnrt lpjanes Thax ſhalt tread 
. pontherr Places, - li 

Time will not —_ me to take up obſervatt- 
ons out of _ ubdiviſion or part of the Text, 
as it is cut out, buy ſhall.caſts the Happineſs pro- 
nevnged lata rhe poing, and the Hipp/ngſ.deſr hed 
int@.the realons.of that poing, thys 

Such arethe e Happepeſſe 5.0f 1 Iſrael, 45. do. lift them 
up above all compare. with. any other eaple. T hy 
Happineſſes, Ol Jraet: who ts like ta 6 0, Beajte ! 

T hat 1ſrael is a people ſo ky is proved - 

I. They.ars, ſaved by. the Lord, the Shicld of 
their help, and who is the Sword of their excel- 
leng 

2: The enemies of Iſ-acl thall bs found liars un- 
to her, and ſhe ſhall tread, upon.their high places; 

Such are the Happineſes of 1jrael, as 4s lift ft thens 
wp above all compare with any other perpleclappines 
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on the dey of 7 hanksgiving, March 120 1644+ 
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is as miich'in the ſingular, as in the plural number: . 


et if there be a plurallity of happineſſes, they do 
ll belong to 1ſrael above all other people, eve 

mouth(boththe mouth of Balaam, and the mour 
of Moſes)do pronounce 1ſraet happy. All things do 
co-operate for good unto the 7ſrael of God ; we 
ſay of Bontum 4good thing, that it 15 ex cauſis integrts, 
and ſo of Happineſs, we may lay it is ex 6077s inte- 
gris z the mixture of any evil, or detect of any 
ptoportiohable good, * maim:s happineſs, and 
makes tharit cannot be truly. ſo called z and yer 
there is bonum ex malo; good ariling out of evil, 
which doth much conduce to the happineſs of 7f- 
rael,. were there nothorns in the fleſh, how ſhould 
we be humbled ? No Devil, how ſhould we be 
 winnowed? No Tribulation, Diſtreſs, Perſecution, 
Famine, Sword, how ſhould we be more then 
Conquerors: NoDeath,orDifſolution,how-ſhould 
we come to be with Chriſt 2 The world,life,death, 
things preſent, thingsrocome, all are yours, and 
you are Chriſts, 1 Coy, 3. 22, You will reply that 
many of theſe things that are ſaid to be owrs, do 
work our good ptzter-intentionally, and by mcer 
accident, which [ grantto be true as touching theſe 
things themſclves,bur not as to God ; whoſe wiſc- 
dom and power is both much ſet on work and 
ſcen in bringing good out of eyil. God is ſuch an 


Artiſt in working the happineſs of his people, that 
he can make uſc of a crooked toole, te do that 


which can never be done by a ſtreight one; Pharaoh 
his double taks and burdens, ſerve to wean 1/rae! 
fromand out of Zgypr, ſo Pharavh helps romake 
by B Moſes 


as 
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Moſes faccesful inthe bringing off of 1ſrice/? Fo- 
ſephs brethren imend no preferment ta him, oriany 
fulfilling of rhat Oracle-which had ſaid he ſhauld 
"be high above his brerhoen, and yet they contri- 
bute to ir, and work towards it, The wildome of 
all the enemics of Gods pzoplc,and the ſubritty of 
, Saran are always befool'd when they plot upon 
the Church that which they intend ſhould be 
mortal, is medicinal; the Leech ſucks the blood, 
the Phyfitian by the Lecch, draws away the di- 
ſeaſe : God hath a work upon Mount Sren,and Fe- 
ruſelem, Iſai. 10, 12. He uſerh the Aſſyrian as his 
rod,but the intention of the Inſtrumenr is nothing 
like unto the intention that God hath, wer. 7. And 
therefore it is that God is ſaid to laugh at the ene- 
mies of 1ſrael , becauſe he lets them build their 
works, and then blows down all their Paper 
buildings by a blaſt, which they know not whence 
it comes; yea, God ſets them on work againſt 
themſelves, and not only makes them ſet up their 
own Gallows unawares to them , but hold the 
ſtirrupto Mordecef, whom above all. men they 
Hate, 3032Y an 1 
I hall-not intricate my Difcourie with any Phi 
: loſophical diſpures about Happineſs, wherein the 
E- Philoſophers were ſo much divided inopinion,and 
mo parties,an evident demonſtracion at the blind- 
neſs of men by azure, ſhooting to widefrowthe 
mark in ſo concerning a point, but: ſhall f&# the 
better opening of the happinels of 1ſreel, titin- 
guth berweenthe wilderneſs eſtate of 'Lſratl,and their 
Caxaahs eſtate, and 1o of, their happincls. in-their 


wil- 


ul 
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wilderneſs condition, and in their Canaan conditi- 
on; for ſo doubtleſs thereis a wildernels condi- 
tion of the Goſpel Churches, and a Canaan con- 
dition of them, even in this world, wherein they 
ſhall be in more luſtre, ſertlement, beauty,and glo- 
ry, their mean Tabernacle (hall arife into more 
glorious Temple. 

I. This Canaan ccndition of the Goſpel Chur« 
ches, is tully poinred forth inthe Promiſes and 
Prop cies of both Teftaments, that /ſrae! thall be 
happy, 2 none- ſuch, a quis ficut tu? who is like tv 
thee f I make no queſtion, only thus much may be 
ſaid,that as the Promiſes made before rime to /f- 
rael, concern:ng Canaan, could not be reconciled 
or adopted to their Ezypt, or Wildernefs conduti- 
en,fo neither can the Promiſes made ro the Gol- 
= Churches as touch rg their Canaan ccndition, 

e reconc.led tothe Wilderneſs in which they now 
ſeemtro be, and therefoce if it ſhould be asked : 
How doth Gods Word and his Works agtee ? 
How can his tweer yoice be reconciled to his 
rough hand ? We muſt anſwer Tharthe Birth of 
the Promiles, will anſwer the:r Conception, they 
will bring forth in tull ſhape and f2ature, the glory 
with wh;ichthey are pregnant ; but thar muſt not 
be expe&ed, unt-1rhey come to their full count; 
forthereis afulnels ot time, wherein the Promi- . 
ſes tha}l be delivered ; until which rhe great and 
good things we hope for, do lie intheir wombe, 
and we muſt be content, it we ſay, as the Mother 
of Jeſus, They hve no wine: to.hear, Womin, what 
haye I to do with thee, My hour is a6! ye! C02Wt. John 2. 3, 4+ 

2 2, The 
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2. The wiiderneſs eſtate of 1ſrael,or the Chur- 
ches of God, is that wherein they are in pangs,and 
travaile : being humbled and hammer'd by God, 
unto that beauty and glory which ſhal be revealed 
in them, forit is to be obſerved that God reſem- 
bles the drawing forth of his Church, out of their 
declenſions and Apoſtacy,to the 1424, or pattern 
of his bringing 1/-4e/ out of Egypt into a wildernes, 
Ezek. 20.35,36. Hoſ 2.14.15. And in this ſtate 
of the Churches, we cannot but expect, that there 
Numb. 11. 4. ' ill be a mixt multitude among them that will fall 
en. luſting : there will be many returners in heart 
into Egypt, there will be miſreporters of that good 
land, murmurers,complainers, tempters of Chriſt, 
There will be a powerful Amalek, that will op- 
poſe, and give battel, which muſt be beaten down 
by Moſ's hands, and Foſhua his lword, Ina word, 
there wil be wi/d:rnes fins, which wil keep us out of 
Canaas along time; for you may oblerve tit, that 
it was not for 1ſ-aels Egypt fins, but fortheirwil- 
derreſs ſins,that theit carcaſles tel in the wildernes; 
and that the-reſt were ſo long kept our of the pro- 
miſed land; and this oblervation is very uſeful to 
us as tl:13 time, who hang ſo long in this condition, 
for our wilderneſs fins and proyecations, 

How then can 7/rael be pronzunced happy in 
her wilderneſs conditions for that I bend my (elf 
the rather to ſpeak of : that I might ſpeak more 
neerly to our own caſe. And that we may rejoyce, 
not only in hope of the glory of God, bur in tuch 
preſent marks of higfavour 2n4 prelence, as may 
keep us ere, and in Comfort, Under ſuch a condi- 
ton. Firſt then, | I. 1ſratl 


0 
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1. Iſrael, or the people of God are happy, be- 
cauſe heyres of all the gratious Promiſes which 
God hath made. In Chriſt the promiſes are Tea 
to them and Amen, that is made, and made good, 

T hey have God by his Name E/ Shaddz,to live up- 
on ; though he be got as yet pleaſed to make him- 
ſelf known unto them, by his Name Fehovah,and 
ſurely, Abraham, Iſaac, Facob, were happy men, 
though God appeared unto them onely as a God Al- 
mighty, Exod. 6, 3. that is,he was a God ingaged to 
them by Coyenant and promiſe, and a' God of 
power to make good his ingagements, though he 
did not actually pay down, and give exiſtence to 
his promiles in their times, and therefore it is ſaid 
of them, that they having ſcen the promilesa far 
off, were perſwaded of them, and embraced them, 
and ſo died, not having received that which was 
promiſed; Heb, 11 13, 1t is a happines to be under 
promiſes, though the thing promiſed be poſthu- 

mous to us, He is not poor, that hath good debts 
lying inſo rich a hand as Gods: and we may find 
it true in our experience, that all the while God 
keeps in his hand the principal, he pays his people 
the full intereſt for forbearance, and maintaines 
them in their minority with ſome"competencies 
out of the reyenews which he hath entailed upon 


| them when they comerto full age. Facobs proſper- 


ing under Zahay, while he was an exile, and a ſer- 
vant, was far from that blefling to which'ke was 
heire,but yet it was a remark2ble h4nd of that God 
who was in bonds to him for « great ſium. *. | 


« _ 2. 1ſradl js happy in their wildernels, O_o 
they 
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Heb. 3.10. 


— - O_o. 


they. are-come out of Egypt 5 Tris.a kind of Promiſe 
Hoſ. 2.14.1 will allure her,and kring her into the wil- 
dernefs, when we follow after our'tavers, we may 
have, it may bc,our bread, and water, and woall, and 
flax,,and oyl, andadrink , bur when the thora hedge 
is made round about us, we are in a berter condi- 
tion, Hof, 2, 5, 6, 7- Ic's an* argument that we are 
carnal, wkenthe tasks and flcth-pors of Egypt are 
valued as a. Hzppinels rather chea wilderneis dif- 
peniations ; tlicy tharare in calamity, do magnifie 
the t1mes pt burning incente,to the Queen of Hea- 
ven; upon thisrcalen;'ler. 44. 17+ for then had we 
plenty of vittuals, and were well, and ſav no evil. He 
would ſcem to [peak a Paradox, that ſhould ſay, 
It's better as'we are, then as we were - Oh thar 
there was not this error in our hearts; Oh that we 
did know his ways : For 1 w.# grieved (faith God) 
with that generaiton, and ſaid, They do always erre in 
their hearts ,and they have no: known my ways ;, that 
is, they conſiler not my diſpenſarions towards. 
them for good;in bringing chein out of Egypt, anT 
inthis wilderncls, our condition in Egyps being; 
conſidered ,, might juſtly make our wildernels a 
happinels, ro us, eſpecially if we remember that 
God having broug'4t them once our, did not again 
bring them back into it. Iſrael returns back no 
more, though many ot tae carnal mutineers de- 
ficed it, TheChurches may be purſued and warred 
284inſt by the enemy thr enf] :ved chem ; the wit- 
neſſes may ſuffer under thetyranny and power of 
the beaſt , but they ſhall no more return into cap- 
tiairy to her, {ir down by her fl.th-pars, or to be 
under her rasks, 3. 1ſratl 


"on the day of Thenkegining, March 32, 16 


3-1frael is happy in the Wilderneſs, becauſe they 
have thercin the Covenant renewed, the Tables 
thereof are-given to them,the Tabernacle is {et up, 
the Ordinancesare inſtituted andappaimed, Rebe 
gion is reformed, and the things' tharcohncernthe 
Honfe of God,are'made according to the Patterns 
Andall this was done while 1ſrael was it the Wil- 
derne(s; This:is Gods rime to give, and the Chur- 
ches time to-receive the-holy. Ordiftxinces, - In-the 
walderncſs I gave them my Statutes, and ſhewed 
them my Judgements, moreover alfo I gave them 
my Sabbaths. Eeek. 20. 10,11,12, when God had 
1frael,as I may ſay,alone in the wilderneſs,and un- 
er his hammer:there,ſee how he deals with, them: 
He fettles his ownOrdinances, brings them into the 
bond of his Covenant; before he brings them into 
their affluence of Milk and Honey : That it is the 
Happineſs of 1fraelto be thus furniſhed with-Gods 
Ordinances, and brought into his Covenant, 5 
not neceſſary tor me to prove, ſee Pſal. 147. ver, 
19,20. Rom.9.4.But that this is the tnme,when God 
dothi, and promiſerth.co do it, you may ſce Exzek, 
20. 35. 37, 1 will bring you:i2110 the wildernef, &c 
and 1 wil cavſe aaron.” rea ht roathat Kg bring 
you into my poſlefion, Lewit, 27..32:) Andd (will 
bring you into the bond of the Covenant, and 1 will 
purge ont from among you the Rebels, and them that 
tranſcrefs againſt me, &c, ver.38, When God hath 
his people in 4 wileernels, then: he-may 'dowhat 
he will-with them y then he wil brmg.them into-hjs 
Covenant, 2nd then. will he putge-ottrbe Rebels 
iram.among them,as the Apaſttc-obſerves be did, 
= repo tie 15231 I, Core - 
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1 Cor.10.5% Ant all theſe things happened untothem 
for types, or examples unto-us, ver, 11. .Rebelsſhal 
be' purged: out, and the people .of: God: ſhall be 
brought into-the bond of his Covenant;z and that 
when the Lord hath brought :them into a-wildere 
neſs; Now then Moſes and all 7frael confider Ma» 
giſtrates, Miniſters, and all the people, thisis the 
rime;thisis the way:-wherein Godis about to make 
you happy. - It's your: work and dury-to receive 
and emertainthe' Ordinances fr Ss mouth and 
hand, to ſer up his Tabernacle,and build untohim 
an Habitation, and them witthe bring: you into a 
condition lowing-with Milkand/Honey.! 
' &. Iſrael intheir wilderneſs! conditionare hap- 
py in'the extraordinary preſence of God with 
them, to ſupply and ſupport them, at ſuch atime 
never \ere there more cleer pledges and tokens 
of Gods preſence with, of his power and proteRi- 
on-oyer Iſrael; then when they were in the Wil- 
dernefle, there Mays comes from Heaven, the 
Rock follows them, the Cloud is over them, the 
enemies that fight againſt them, are ſtrangely ſub- 
dued; rhe Sun ſtands ſtill whiles the work is do- 
ing. When God briags his people into ſtraits, he 
will work wonders for them. Extraordinary caſes 
have extraordinary applications made by God un- 
tothem. Till they came to cat of the old corn of 
the land the Manna did not ceaſe, Foſh.5. 11, We 
cannot have great experiences until we come into 
'extremitiesz great deliverances preſuppoſe great 
dangerszwhen Chriſt is in his Agony and the Diſ- 
Ciples ſlecp,there appears an Angeltrom Heaven, 
ſtrengthening 
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5. 1jrael is bappy not only in fruition of God, 
but in aRing for God. It 1s aqueſtion, whether a 
mans happineſs do rather conſiſt in truition and 
enjoyment of good things, or in doing and ating 
out-of a right principle z the Philoſopher ſeems to 
define happineis rather by operation and working 
according to vertue, then by fruition of good 
t].iags, ard it is our of queſtion, there is no greater 
happ:nels then in being Inſtruments and Agents 
far God: God makes.youas happy it he pleale to 


uſe;ypur purſe as/if he fill it, if he pleaſe ro ay out 


your lives as it he ſavethem. 1r's hard to beleeye 
and rel:ſh this; but there is reaſon tor it,thar a mans 
C happi- 


C— 


+8 


A Sermon P reached to the Lords and Commons, 


happineſs' ſhould- conſiſt in that wherein he'is 
i@ive,'as well as in that wherein he is paſſive,” 7hat 
#,inhis returns unto God,as well as in his receipts 
from him. | 

* Sothat upon the whole matter,” It may ſeem 
thatin what eſtate ſoever 1ſrael be, whethicr in a 
Canaan eſtate,ora wilderneſs eftatethey are,and they 
may truly be pronounced Happy : when thiey are 
like the buſh, all on fire ; God is inthe buſh, -and 


- they are not conſumed z' and it may juſtly be ro 


their greatcomfort, thar all his Diſpenſations to+ 
wards them are in order to the fulfilling of hisCo- 
venant, He keeps Covenant with them, or keeps 
them in his Covenant, by all his Diſpenſations, 
whether he create good or evil. It Paul haye a 
thorne in his fleſh;itis to take down his puffing up 
above meaſure.If after ſucceſſes he give us a check, 
itis to take us off from the arm of flcſh, leſt we 
ſhould kiſs our own hand. 

So-much for the happineſs of 1ſrael pronoun- 
ced, now to the Happinels deſcribed ; and 

I. Iſrael is a _ ſaved by the Lord,the ſhield of 
their help,and who i the ſword of the'r excellency. 

Saved, For Iſrael (hall be ſaved with everlaſting 
Salvation, and ſhail never be confounded, world 
without end, 1ſai. 45. 17, They are under the 
wheele, yet laved, plunged into the deep waters, 

et ſayed;the winds and waves beat upon the ſhip, 
ut Chriſt is inthe ſame bottom with them, and 

they are ſaved. The Apoſtles makes 4 kind of Rid- 
dle of it, 2 Cor 4.8.We are troubled on every fide,yet 
not diſtreſſed : we are perplexed, but not in diſpair : 


Perſecuted, 
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—— but nat forſiken ;, caſt down, but not aer 
rojed. 
# ; wood by the Lord, that is the ſweet of all; the 
Salvation of Salvation itſelf, Gods fingerin any 
deliverance, is worth the whole body of the de-" 
lixerance it telf, be it never lo great z what: have 
we to do in our own Salvation? Strand ſtill, and 
ſee the Salvation of- the Lord, faith Moles to Ifracl, 
Exo..14.13. 1 will rake the cup of ſalvation, ſaith 
theP4almiſt,Y/., 116.12.but ro work ſalvation, be- 
longs to God alone, There # no Savionr beſides me. 
Heoſ.13.4. and how will the Lord fave his p:ople * 
1 wil ſave them by the Lord their God,and wil not ſave 
them bow, nor by ſwo -d, 10/ by battel, by hor ſes z» nor 
by borſ. men, Hoſ. 1.7.when 1ch.ſhaphat looks for (a- 
ving he faith, We have xo power againit this great 
multitude, but our eyes are upon thee.2 Chron.20.12, 
when 1ac05 looks tor ſaving trom the hand of Eſas, 
- he ſairng/ am not wo-thy if the leaſt of all the mercies, 
 eudof all the truth which thou haſt ſhewed unto thy ſer- 
: wvant,Gen.32.10.The one denies all (elf power,the 
other denies all telf-metir, and to God is left to be 
the tole worker of ſalvation, andthe ſole moyer of 
himſelf to doit, and thele two taken together, do 
much indear God to us ;, that he ſaves by his own 
power 3 that ie 15 moved by his own grace and it 
no leſs tweetens him that he is moved by himſelf, 
thanthat he doth ir by his own Arm ; how often \ 
doth God defeat our counſels, ſcatter our own © 
ſtrength, prevent all our prayers, out-do all our 
expectarions, that he may be more ſecn. himlelf, 
when he hath taken us trom ſtanJing in lis own 

Gy light, 
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light, Thr pegple that are with rhee(faithhe to Gideon) 
are roo many for me to give the Midianites intw their 
hand;F#de:7.2.Tootewthey cannot bezrhey may 


be'too many. - 
« 2% TheShield of their help. 
The Lord is'unto Th Sword of their<ex- 
celtency. 


Sricgomidiy 4 Te» Heſaves Iſrael as the Shield of theirhelp; ar 
193503. Gr. helpful Shield, He will interpoſe and'rake off: all 
blows and ſtrokes, which mightundo #ſrael, Ma- 
giſtrates that ſhould protetCommon-wealths,ate 
called Shzelds, Hoſ. 4.18. ſoallo fome read the 
Text.?[.47.9. The Shields of the earth, thatis, the 
Rulers and Governors z bur theſe Shields may be 
ſtricken through and through, being but paper 
Shields : This Shield of ſar is a compaſling 
Shicld,thar covers a-man all over,on all fides, and 
leaves him not open to the thruſts of therenemy : 
With favor thou wilt compaſs himas with a ſhield, 
Pf. 5+ 124 fo Pf. 3. 3. Thou arta Shield about me : 
Gad will cover you all over with his favourable 
protection, as he did them in the wilderneſs with'a 
Cloud ; Faith is called a Shield, becaule i interpo- 
ſeth God and his Promiſes or Word to all attempts 
of the enemy of our ſouls;as we uſe to call himEn- 
ten that carries the Colours; ſo Faith is called our 
- Shield, becauſe it bears or carries our Shield (who 
iS God)in our eye & heart,you have had muchex- 
perience of this Sheld, having been often ſecured 
\. both from the plots of Balazm,and (word of Balak, 
{ince you came into this wilderneſs, 
2, He 
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2: He ves Tſrarl-as bring the fivord -of their 
'exceltency:/ There is askill dortvity che uſe of rhe 
ſhield and'f(word ; had we tharholy-art of purting 
-ourgratious'God(who is pleaſed to compare him- 
ſelf ro theinſtrumeats of out help againft the ent- 
-my) [tothe b«ſt'uſe wemight, we ſhould find hrs 
-true, that he would be a ſhield and fyord. © In- 
«deed God 5 as good a Sword as he is a Shield, yea 
"end he is the Arn as well as the Sword ;he-manna- 

es his ont colinfels and power, - for our defence 
and ſafety :-there may bea two fold reading of 
theſe words. 

1. The Sword of thy excellency,that is, whoſe 
Sword is thy excellency or glory:itmikes rheeex- 
cell a} other people, - The excellency of 7ſrae! lies 
in this, that'God is theirs, -God'for a Shield,God 
fora Sword. Ir's nor their own fword, but Gods, 


_—— 


that makes ?#-ae/ glorious, victorious, triumphant, » v«x-c- 
I will noteraſt in'my bow,ncither ſhall my {word Tavynus 55. 


ſave me, but thon hit ſaved us from our encmies. 
Pſ.'44.6, 7. Do we ever read in any Hiſtory of 
ſuch ſtrange viRories and defeats of the enemy, as 
the Church yiRories have been 2 What ſtory pa- 
ratels the relation of thoſe yidtories which God 
hath gotten for Jſrael? This ſword hath made them 
excellent, : | 
2. Heisthe ſword of thy excellency: thatis, he 
fights for thy excellency : for we often read this 
exprefſion. The excellency of taecod or Iſrael, Ezek. 
24.21,4m0s 6.8, and Chap.'$,7.by which the ſan- 
uary, the Ordinances, and the Covenant, thoſe 
excellent prerogatives of 1ſrae/, wherein they tran- 
{cended 


rf. 
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{cended all other people,arc meant,.\ThejApoſtle 
calls them 7d aveaay +3 IoSeis the ad yantage. or pre- 
eminence of the Jew,they had theOracley of God, 
to them pertaiged 'the Adoption, the Glory,. the 
Covcnants,the;giving ot.che Law,the:Setyice and 
the Cromiſes, 9,31, and, Rormi9.4+ this may bc 
called the excellency of 1ſracl; and fo God the 
fword of thgir excellency,becauſe he will fight for 
and maintain his own Covenant,Ordinances, $an- 
ctuary,agaia(t all the world 3 he-yalugs nathi in 
the world to much as his truth, and his — 
the Ordinances of God be erced, , prepare unto 
him an: Habitagion, tor theſe will be your glory, 
and your bulwarke allo, becauſe. God will be the 
ſword of them.to-propugne and prote.them.p- 
01 all the glory there ſhall be a cloud or coverings\ A 
4- 5- your enemies may be formidable by great 
names, Leviathan,the Dragon of 1h Seay but Gods 
ſword wherewih he, will punith, them, ,is called a 
ſore,a great and ſtrong ſword, 1\ai. 29.1. ,-, 

I hall now procced to the ſecond part of the 
deſcription of 1jraels happinels, in theſe wards. 

2. Thine enemies ſhall be found lyars unto thee,aud 
thou ſhalt tread upon their high places, Which, words 
may leem properly to reter unto the bringingin 
and planting of 1ſra:/ unto Canaan, for then were 
their enemics found lyars unto thein, and they 
did tread upon their high places; bur yet tnis Pro- 
mile 1s extenſive, to !ſ- acl now as then to far, as 
rhat victory over all oppilites and oppoſitions 
ſhall tand on the Churches {1de. Ir is to be obier- 
ved that Moſes deicribes the happincis of We in 

tele 
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theſe words by that which was as yet'future:Thine 
enemics gr found lyars, Thou ſh tread on 
their hig places: Much of our happineſs lies in re- 
verſion. It's aid of thoſe prodigies of faith, Heb. 11 
that-ſome of them died inthe faith, not having 7e- 


ceivid the Promiſes ver 13.and'thatall of them ha- . 


ving obtained a good teſtimony by faith; received 
not the Promiſes, ver. 39; - All of them happy 
notwithſtanding ;- There is a great inheritance in 
remainder, to be inherited by faith and patiente, 
Heb;\6..13. + 4 fron who are within the in- 
tail ; The:Church ſhall reap her greateſt Harvelts, 
inthe latterdays,” The (corching Sun that at pre- 
ſent beats upon the corn-fields doth but ripen the 
fruits, which ſhall be gathered in full ſheaves in 
their ſeaſon, Fr 

I. 1fracls enemies ſhall be found lyars, that is, 
I, Either they ſhall fall intoa conſumprion,and be 
attenuate and waſt away,as it was ſaid of the houſe 
of Saul, it grew weaker and weaker z there is ſome 
ſuch Gkilcadinn of the word, Pſ.109.24 Or 2. 
They thall promite to themlelves grear things, (ay- 


ing, I'wilFpurſue, I will overtake them,and (wal- ' 


low them up, I will-divide-the ſpoile, my luſt (hall 
be tariSfiedupon them, as itis, Ex. 15.9. butthey 
ſhall be found lyars ; for they ſhall bring fort! a 
lye,as big with child as they are with milchiet, and 
{o we have hitherto found true in our experience 
The enemy is but a lyer, God hath blown upon 
their counlels,and fruſtrated them.Or 3.They hal 
be found lyars unto thee, that 15,ſhall be ſubje& in 
deſpite of their hearts, P/. 18.44. Strangers ſhall lie 
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unto'me,they-ſhall feign obedienceand ſubjecting; 
being fo convinced ot Gods hand with this 1/cand, 
or fecling it{o.againlt themtel yes. that they: thall 
curry fayour, andlike Gibeonges ſug romake their 
peace;. and fhrowd themſelves undettheprotedtis 
on of 1{r4s. ; 'and this I conceive to beahemaſtna- 
rural ſenſe of this expreſſion; | Thineememies ſhalldre 
wnta thee,, And: thence: ſhall abſerve, Thar the 


proſperous acceſs of: 1{reel will. make: many, by- 
7 
up» 


pocxites,' who will feigne reconcjuationz-amd:fn 
miſhon; and therefore 4watchtulgyt mult be 
on them, becauſe they are butlyass z difſerabling 
themſelves, until there come:an opportunity and 
revolution of things, when they will mira Samari: 
trans 484in z, It's no reſting upoatheiripulling-in of 
their horns, but in the cutung of them, o;nor can 
there be any ſecurity to you, but only in leaving 
them no power to hurt, wy Donne 

2. Iſrael. jball zregd, upon the enemies high places, 
vi rdr7egmer, upon the neck-(lp the Grecke trans 
{lation)Enemics torheChurch may haveheis high 
places, but the Promiſe will bring them under her 
teet. Ir was literally fulfilled to 1ſreel1nreſpe of 
Canaen'; T he Idol-gods worſhipr uſually inrhigb 
places cannot-prote&them z:;the irength, power, 
forces, magniticence of. the enemy muſt come 
down under 1fraels fect: this Promiic will have cf- 
fe, Thow ſhalt tread on their high places. Letpor if- 
el be proud of the Promiles, but with ,humblec 
confidence-expeRtihem. Al caemics muſt.come 


\ unger Chriſts tect;and if under his tect, they can- 
- not be over our head. ; If any (hail laugh at this 
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Promife as unlikely(as $4ra+ once did at that Pro. 
miſe; which ſeemed improbable.) becaule - the 
Church is few and weak; He may by the ſame 
reaſon” laugh at a worm, threſhing the Moun- 
tains .into chaff, and of the rams-horns blowing 
down the walls of Ferichoz no matter though the 
inſtrument be as contemptible as the Jaw-bone of | 
an Aſle, ſothatit bein the hands of a Sampſos: 
that God who. makes jche Promiſe, hath a hand 
ſtrong enoughto bring ittv pals. ..  , _, 

' 1 ſhall now draw drown that, which hath been 
ſaid, into Application, ſutable to the occaſign. 
: - Let {ſraet lee God,and admire him,and caſt up- 
on himall the glory of their Salyation. and vio- 
ries. This who -#s like to thee, is applyable both to 
God and to 1ſrae!; 1/rael faith oft God,who is like 
unto the; O Lord among the Gods, whois like to 
to thee? Ex.15,11. a fit Motto for your Enſigns, 
as it was for the Maccabecs z and God ſaith of 1ſ- 
rael, Who i like tothee, © people f God is a ques ſix 
ext ts among the gods? 1frael is a quis ſicut ts 
among the people - ſuch mutual commendations 
do God and his people caſt upon each other. 

T here-are many rivulets which by their conflu- 
ence make up ſuch a ſtream, as may turn the 
wheel of our praiſes this day z If we do ſearch 
out the works of the Lord, as it is (aid, Pſ 111. 2. 
The works of the Lord are great, (ought out of all them | 
that have pleaſure therein, and.it may well be ſaid, 
of them that have pleaſure therein ;, tor otherwile, 
whenthe hand of God is lifted up , men will nor 
ſce ; might we-not be yoornges of Gods finger 
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here,if we would fryey alt eirctimſtancesand nor 
Arheiſtically deny,” or'perverſly® wrangle againſt 
the manifeſtations of God ;'but/it is the” greatun- 
happineſs of many among us, thateven with ſuch 
ſpeRacles they cannor-read God ili hisworks'3-Ir 
is too lare for the Egyptians to ſay,” God fights 
for 1ſrael, when they are incloſed in'the Sea, and 
cannot get back agatn, they might have acknow- 
ledged itſooner, had they norbeen hardened; and 
- whoknows but thar check which God hath-lately 
given us jti the North, may not freez up: ſome 
again,that did begin to thaw and yeeld 3 They that 
will be hard and ſtiff, ſhall not wanr occaſion, 
while we are in this wilderne6, Hr' thar' will 
ſtumble ſhall'not want-a ſtone mn his way, {It Pha- 
r40h can but ſee thatthe like is done by the'inchant- 
ments of his Magitians, as Moſes did; then ishe 
where hewas:For our parts,it ought nottotake-off 
- our praiſes for the receipts we havehad fromGod, 
- though (as they ſay of rhe Nightinga!) we have a 
thorn at our breaſt whilſt we ſing ;” for yet will we 
{ing the Lords Praiſes, and gather up the crums of 
his mercies, which he hath ler fall ar Scarborodzb, 
Plimouth, Shrewesbury, Weymouth, (fic poſuti-quoni- 
am ſuaves miſcetis odoresthele Aowers make a good 

Noſegay,though there be one Bryar init. 
Scarborough was given to us at the time of: the 
Treaty, when Weymouth was taken from us;. which 
helped to make the end of ti e'Waller to hang the 
. moreeven z* Shrewesbury and Weymouth were two 
great Ports of Armies to be powred fort upon us, 
The one from the Welch; the other fromthe out- 
| F landiſh 
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landiſh;parts;, -God hath given inro/our hands the 
yespt'both,,-and hath (hut up theſe. two gdoors, 
and bath of them beyond our expectation, | 
- Shrewes bury. was that. firſt Shop where the firſt 
great Artmy.was'Fformedagainſt us, a good omen 
theres ins;chat that place ſhould come into yout 
hands, and that wirhout any conſiderable expence 
of your blogd, and which is more, that this thould 
be upon the very day of breaking up the Treaty : 
whercinthough they were forward their decla- 
ration, thereby'to ſerve them(elves by ſuchan.ad- 
vanifage, yet God put out his Declaration before 
theirs;and declared Limſelf much for us,and better 
eo the ſatisfaction of all murmuringsand diſcon- 
tents for the want of- Peace,..rhen.any thing could 
hayebeen ſaid or declared dy;you;;For howſoever 
that the Treaty m:ght have been a Trec of know- 
tedgeof good and eviltous all,had we took and ca- 
ten of the fruirof it, yer becaulc it was atree whoſe 
fruit-was pleaſant the eye;and a-Tree to be defi- 
red, haw many might have beech tempted to have 
ut all tothe hazard by ir, and for ir? ar leaſt have 
been much diſcontent at the uncffetualnels there- 
of:had nor God put in ſuch a caveat as this, againſt 
alſourquarrelhngs'” - | 3+32f 
' And for Weymouth; who knows but it ſerved to 
heighten the ſpirits and the conditions of the other 
part, that they- might: break with us to their own 
Syeater diſaclvamiaget and thee when that: work 
was ferv/dand YoneyGod retufned/itback into our 
hands again, haviag «#kenit from us,or borrowed 
irofus tor a dcfign of his, which when was ac- 
i D 2: compliſht 
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compliſht; he gave it back;again, God had lefr.a 
little ſpark alive in Melcomie. Melcombe Reg, not 
the lets the Kings for this their» faithtulnels : 
though'(if Lmay ſpeak without offence) I hope 
leſs the Queens. It was very much, that a little 
Cock-boat ſhould reſcue the Ship and Guns, and 
beat out the Pirats,though aſſiſted with field force; 
and recoyer themſelves. again, and when we 
thought that quarter might have been well for 
them,thcn toConquer and Triumph over the Ene- 
my,was a veryremarkable hand of God with them, 
and the more that it is to our admiration, the more 
to Gods honor : He that is ſol#s in opere, let him 
not have any that may be with him ſoc: #x7gloria... 


We will lay up this Sword in the Tabernacle of 


the Lord,as a Monumenr, that little David,preyai- 
led againſt great Goliah, the Lord hath looked up- 
oN us in our low eſtate ; the ſeaſon of theſe mercies 
makes them the more valuable unto us, 

Let the ſalvations and victories which we have 
received from the Lord, invite and incourage, and 
oblige us to joyne in with him, who is our Shield 
and Sword, Iris good forus to be on the right 
fide of the cloud. Oh thar ſuch ſeaſonable demon- 
ſtrations of Gods preſence, power, and goodneſs 
—_— fire into eyery man, We have too much 
wild- fire of diviſions,and combuſtions amongſt us 
already z but the fire which I mean is Heayenly 
fire, zeal for God to own him - acknowledg 
and adhere unto him. Thereare two great divi- 
ders of us amongſt our (elves, jealoufies and Inte= 
refts. I wiſh they were filenced by (elf- denyal, 
"oy an 
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andthavrbe ſtrengeh ot. publich ipygit, might drain 
thoſe TIE Ae Pte channels Poo My 
Lords/and Gentlemen, whar. a God: do 'yqu lay 
our your ſelves for, one that will be. your Speaker 
in your Houſes, and your Shield and Sword inthe 
Field; be trueto him, and he will make your enc- 
mics jars unto you; fect him-on high, and be will 
make you tread on their high places ;, you.haye a 
rent and broken Ship to ſteer, ang pilot through 
croſs winds and waves. Be you one among your 
ſelves, and then all diviſions in Church or Armies 
will be leſs formidable z - Your union would be a 
precious Pearl, while we are hnmbled tor our ma- 
nitold diſtraions. Let us rejoyce in your unity. 
It Moſes,Caleh 2nd Foſbuq hold together,and be all 
of one mind, .the tumultuous 1ſralztes will be the 
better led on,through this wildernes. The laſt and 
ultimate end which you have covenanted to intend 
and aime at,ſhould give law to all private reſpects, 


| paſſions, intereſts, and rule to all rhe means that 


conduce towards it, let the ardua-regni, take 
place of meum & tum, (clt-denial wilt make you 
all one. 

You thatare for the Seca andthe Field, hearken, 
the Sea and the Field call tor you. It's ſeed tume 
now inthe Countrey, let it be ſo with you; go 
forth and ſow for us the matter of turure prailes, 
or clſe we (hall have a late Harveſt, and I beſcech 
you,take faithfull Miniſters with you, 1f you have 
no Preachers with you, you will have tco many, The 
Country ſayors too much already of the Field do- 
#rine : and there is yet another thing which I have 


ro 
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ro fay/Iknow'not whether toyou vr the'Stare; or 
both, #tid thatis this, That an exchange be made 
of twobang-byes that have followed-ſome of our 
Armies; I mean Pl-pder and Free-quarter,and that 
exchange t& be tor two other that will 'do, you 
more” credity* &v9d pry, 12:4 food tiftSpline, © We 
loſe very milk bj ihe two former, and ſhould 
gaitrvery much'by the two later; -we-ſhould by 
this 'mearis 'EbnVinee and conquer enemies, and 
takeaway-our wa reptoadk but of thei mouths; 
and. we ſhould both" gin'-and Keep "firm" orr 
friends unt6 i$:and theretore'we could net db our 
felves of the cauſe better ſervice, then to harken-ro 
rhis motion. Notcanthere be a better time for you 
to: go forth; then wheri the ſuce{{ſs* which' we 
mention this day do' incourage- you; our praiſes 
arc/your vetiles or forlortthope, ſent-forth before 
hand'; as they were Tehoſaphats, '2 Chrby, 20/21. 
The Pſalmiſt makes this conjunction;' PL r49, 6; 
Let the high ume of God bt'in their ninth, "and i 
two-edged ſword In thetr hand, © © Vo HED 
And for you,this renowned City:you are the Dg- 
bora4,0t Mother in this 1f-ael,, of you thax may be 
ſaid, which is in the 12, Chap of Zerh; ver: 5, 
The Governours of 1udah ſball faq ixs their hbart,” The 
inhabitants of Fe:uſalem ſhall be my ſtrength, in the 
Lord of Hoſts ther God, Youare the finews and 
ſtrength -of the-Kingdom, and thovgh you-be 
much 'exhauſted, and there is but a'fandful of 
meal in a barrel, zn:{ a little oy} in'4 cruſe; yer 
(as hard as. it was) the Prophct purthe widow to 
goand make himalittle cake firtt;” 1 K7:2.17.19, 
| it 


= on theady of Thanks giving, Marc b x3. n 644. 
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ir was # greattryal,yet ſhe-loſt nothing by Y you 
have now anoccafion,andan invitement,te firetch 
forttr yourabihties to the urmoſt;' this\varm' Sun 


that ſhinesuppn you, - may, open the" oyſter-ſhell, 


thats cloſeſt ſhurup.; Thank(givings-as.they in- 
large the' heart; ſo they open the hand :-Ir's true, 
that we commonty'fay, a man will not adventure 
all one in botrom, that is, when a man ſtays at land, 
and ſends his goods toiSea; buvit amanghip him- 
ſelf itito this caufe,then why not All his goods, and 
worth « for it he ſurvive the ſtorm, he-hath chem; 
If not, he'doth not need them: s #2 6 

Fave one motionto the: honourable Houlſes, 
and one to thisfamous City : the fieſt is on; behalf 
of theUniverfiry of Cambridge;that ſome;e xpedi- 
ent way be found for the: eaſing.their T3xes.and 
burdens, that Learning may not be ſtaryed, Lex 
not the Kingdom want both her eyes; to whar 
purpoſe is it, that the Univerſity hath a womb to 
bear, if (he have no Breſts to give luck ? 

T he {econd is on behalf ot the poor, that work- 
houtes miy be erc&ed, to drain the (ſtreets which 
are ſo tull of indigent and miſerable people,whole 
miſery is their poy ty, and idlenels is their fin : 
It were a happy. woll roheal them of both thele 
If every Thanksgiving be attended with ſome 
good work of Retormation, our God will incou- 
rage us by turtier mercies, and we ſhall further 
glorific im by theimprovement of them;--— 

Iſrael is pronounced and deſcribed , Happy 3 
Tlicn there is hope in the Churches condition, 


though low and deſpicable; The Promiſes of 
God 


oO” 
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A Sermon Þ reached to the Lords 6nd Commons, 


God: will-cat their own: way: through all oppo- 
fitions and obſtructions; There is an obleryation 
made of three dead perſons raiſed by Chriſt 3 one 
in the- houſe, Marrh. g. 25. onc.upon the Beire, 
Luk. 7.'14--onein bis grave, lobn 11. 43-and yet 
all' of them brought ro lite ag»in., This poor 
Church and Kingdom of ours is ina ſad condi- 
tion. Treland is upon the Beire. Germany as it were 
in thegrave; and yerthere is hope of Relurretion 
rothem all. Chriſt was firſt brought very low 
before he was exalted, and his body ſhall imitate 
or follow the example of their head z It God (hall 


goueeh {till further ro weaken us, yer when he 


ath made Tatob a worm, he will then make that 
worm a flail to threſh the Mountains to chaff, 
Tſai. 41. 14.15. And fol conclude, Happy art thou, 
0 1ſrael, &c. 


